
 

Supplementary Fig. S4. Restricted cubic spline analysis of the continuous p53 H-score. The log hazard ratio for 

overall survival is plotted against the H-score, modeled with a restricted cubic spline (four knots at the 5th, 35th, 

65th, and 95th percentiles) within the stage-stratified Cox model adjusted for age and sex, with the median H-

score as the reference. The solid line indicates the estimated log hazard ratio and the shaded band the 95% 

confidence interval; the dashed horizontal line marks a log hazard ratio of zero and the vertical dashed line the 

reference value. The estimated hazard was lowest near the median H-score and rose at both extremes, most steeply 

at high H-scores, paralleling the aberrant-versus-wild-type contrast. Departure from linearity was not statistically 

significant (likelihood-ratio test comparing the spline and linear models), and the more parsimonious linear term 

was therefore retained. 

 


