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Dear Editor,
We read the paper, “Breast implant-associated anaplastic large 

cell lymphoma: the first South Korean case,” with great interest 
[1]. The authors described a Korean case of breast implant-asso-
ciated anaplastic large cell lymphoma (BIA-ALCL), including the 
clinical manifestations and pathologic features. They claimed 
that it was the first South Korean BIA-ALCL case. However, to 
our understanding, this is not true. One of the co-authors of the 
paper, Dr. Eun Key Kim, presented this case at the Breast Re-
construction Symposium held on June 10, 2020, and described 
the case as “the second BIA-ALCL case in Korea” [2]. The first 
case of BIA-ALCL in Korea was a 44-year-old female patient di-
agnosed and treated at Yeungnam University Medical Center in 
August 2019, and the case was presented on November 9, 2019, 
at the 77th PRS KOREA, the main academic conference orga-
nized by the Korean Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Sur-
geons [3]. 

The first case of BIA-ALCL in Korea led to several important 
changes for plastic surgeons. After the first BIA-ALCL case was 
reported, all hospitals in Korea stopped using textured breast 
implants and switched to smooth breast implants. Moreover, 
Korean medical insurance does not cover the treatment for any 
complications of uninsured cosmetic surgery. BIA-ALCL is re-
garded as one such complication. Without insurance, the cost 
of BIA-ALCL treatment is an excessive burden on most patients. 
Hence, the medical staff and the Korean Society of Plastic Sur-
geons requested the Health Insurance Review and Assessment 
Service to cover BIA-ALCL, and it was approved. As such, the 

first case of BIA-ALCL in Korea is a meaningful and memorable 
case for all plastic surgeons.

The case report of the first case of BIA-ALCL in Korea was 
published online in December 2020 and published in print in 
April 2021 [4]. Molecular analysis and histopathologic analysis 
were performed, although these were time-consuming. Mean-
while, the authors published the second case of BIA-ALCL in 
Korea as the first case. This may be the first published case re-
port but it is not the first identified case [1]. Hence, in our opin-
ion, this should be amended.
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