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Tall columnar cells can be seen in different variants of papillary thyroid carcinoma (PTC). Tall cell variant of PTC shows elongated 
and closely packed follicles lined by a single layer of tall cells producing a so-called “tram-track” appearance (A). High-power view 
showing tall cells (at least twice as tall as wide) with nuclear features of PTC, intensely eosinophilic cytoplasm, and sharply delineated 
cell borders. The nuclei are basally located (B). Columnar cell variant of PTC shows tightly packed papillae lined by pseudostratified 
tall columnar cells with elongated dark nuclei. The nuclear features of PTC are not evident (C). Cribriform-morular variant of PTC 
showing pseudostratified tall columnar cells with abundant eosinophilic cytoplasm and elongated dark nuclei. The solid area shows a 
small whorl (morule) of squamoid tumor cells with peculiar nuclear clearing (D).
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